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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Third Sunday of Lent 

11 March 2012 

Preacher: Alan Little 

Lay Preacher and Church Warden 

Readings:  Exodus 20.1-17;  Psalm 19;  1 Corinthians 1.18-25;  John 2.13-22 
 

Are we a temple for ourselves? 
 
Today’s gospel is John’s version of Jesus casting out the money-changers from the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  
 
To imagine anything like the original event, we need to appreciate the scene. It takes place in the 
outer court of the temple, a huge area, big enough to house a few football fields. It does not take 
place in the sanctuary itself.  
 
At Passover time there would have been crowds of people. People needed to change their money 
into the currency acceptable in the temple to be able to buy birds or animals for sacrifices. Most 
likely, soldiers would have guarded the temple area, and you would imagine that any major 
commotion would have immediately attracted their attention and arrests would be made. Assuming 
the story records an actual historical event, Jesus’ action must have been swift and limited, 
sufficient not to draw enough attention to lead to his immediate arrest. It may have been a brief 
symbolic action. But what did it mean? 
 
Here in John, the trading is objected to in itself. Yet everyone knew that the money exchange and 
the sale of sacrificial animals was essential. Is the problem the activity or the location? We may 
never know what the action was meant to signify. To state only the likely conclusions, it is likely 
that Jesus objected to what the temple had come to represent: power and exploitation. The otherwise 
innocent structures of exchange and sale were part of a system that he saw as corrupt and fit only 
for destruction. It is likely then, that Jesus’ action was expressing disapproval of what the temple 
had become and also signified what God’s response might be. Obviously he thought the scripture 
based religious system of the day had lost its way with a focus on law and tradition and it needed to 
be corrected. 
 
On the last two Sundays our gospel readings have been from Mark, written between 50 and 60 AD. 
Mark was the earliest of the gospel writers, who tells his story of Jesus life in a straight- forward 
manner, although some 20 to 25 years after Jesus death. It is interesting to note that Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke all place the cleansing of the temple towards the end of Jesus ministry, while here, John 
places this event very early in his gospel.   
 
In Mark, words about destroying the temple and then rebuilding it in three days are not linked with 
the cleansing of the temple, they only appear in Jesus trial before the high priest in chapter 14; and 
there, they are on the lips of false witnesses not expressed by Jesus. It is only John who links the 
rebuilding of the temple with Jesus’ cleansing of the temple.  
 
Whichever gospel we follow, we find that this action is highly controversial. Both the event and the 
saying have however been important being recorded in all gospels and are a rich source for 
reflection. 
 
We need to appreciate that John’s gospel was written about 84 AD, which was some 20 to 30 years 
later than the other gospels. So the author has had the opportunity to incorporate a more developed 
position based on the earlier gospels and the experiences, problems, and theology of the early 
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Christian church. It is also important to note that by the time John wrote this gospel the temple had 
been destroyed some 20 years earlier. This aspect also encourages us to look more closely at what 
John is saying. 
 
In John’s account we have two parts to the this event: the cleansing of the temple with the Jews 
questioning Jesus’ right to act the way he did (2:14-17) and the latter section, which includes Jesus’ 
prediction that the temple will be destroyed and be rebuilt in three days.  
 
I expect that John has deliberately brought this story forward because it establishes very early in his 
gospel the underlying purpose and direction of Jesus’ ministry. It immediately places Jesus at odds 
with the religious practices of the day and the commercialisation of buying God’s mercy. John also 
tells us how Jesus ministry is going to end - Jesus is to die and will be raised again on the 3rd day.   
 
At this point we need also to be reminded that there was only the one temple in Jerusalem, one 
sanctuary; and for the Jews, God’s presence was in the temple. So to be at the temple was to be in 
communion with God 
 
Knowing the temple had been destroyed years earlier; John is also telling us that Jesus is the new 
temple; that he represents the new home of God. That it is now through Jesus that all have access to 
God without the need to pay for sacrifices; and this sets the theme for the rest of John’s gospel.  
 
John is deliberately saying that the old understanding of God’s temple will be no more. Instead we 
have Jesus as the new temple; the one in whom we find God and therefore, we in turn become the 
temple of the God that dwells in us.  
 
Perhaps for John the early Christian community was so centred on Jesus and their new form of 
worship that he is inviting a comparison with the former temple community. Perhaps he is also 
questioning whether the early Christian church was focusing on itself, forgetting their prime 
function of telling the good news to the community and catering for the marginalized in society. 
 
A good reminder that Lent is also a time for the church to take a good look at itself. Are we at St 
Mark’s a temple for ourselves? Are we telling the good news to our community? 
 
We are now at the mid point in our Lenten journey and we recall the first Sunday in Lent which 
reminded us that like Jesus we need to wander through the wilderness, to set time apart to spend 
with God, we need to acknowledge that the life of discipleship is a journey of ongoing conversion 
and transformation and that if we are to grow we need to accept ongoing change. 
 
The second Sunday in Lent readings, reminded us of 2 things; firstly that we need to walk with 
God, at a leisurely pace so we can communicate thoughtfully. We will be changed, transformed, 
transfigured if we draw near to God humbly and often, allowing God’s grace to work through us.  
Secondly Jesus tells us that we are to take up the cross; to share the load remembering that there are 
no handles on the cross and it is awkward and difficult to manage.  
 
Today, the third Sunday in Lent, we are being reminded to recognise that God’s grace is a free gift 
extended to us through Jesus. Just as Jesus threw out the money changers and the goods being sold 
so that God’s house would be uncluttered, we are being reminded he wants our lives uncluttered, so 
we can discover the goodness of God that dwells within us. We need to open our lives to that inner 
presence of God. He wants us, and our church, to be uncluttered from activities and anything that 
prevents us from focusing on God. 
 
So from our first 3 weeks in lent we are asked to take time out of our busy lives to refocus on Jesus, 
and reflect on the significance of Easter and to discern how we intend to respond. We need to 
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contemplate individually and collectively on issues such as :- 
 

• Do we spend time in the wilderness in reflection and meditation? 
• Are we spending enough time leisurely walking with God? 
• Are we taking up the cross;  assisting distribute the good news into our community or are we 

just bystanders, watching the cross being carried by others? 
• How are we going to respond to God’s love and unclutter our lives? 
• What are we doing to ensure that St Mark’s is not only a temple for ourselves but the good 

news to all in our community? 
 
This is why we have Lenten study groups, to help us resolve how to unclutter our lives; refocus on 
Jesus as the light of the world and to reposition ourselves to be the guardians of that light. 
 
Our Monday night study group has adopted a well known road sign to use as a slogan to help us on 
our individual, daily Lenten journey and that is to  
STOP - REVIVE - SURVIVE  a reminder to : 
 

• STOP and quietly being open to the inner dwelling of God; 
• to REVIVE our well being through prayer and meditation; 
• to SURVIVE because we have been made alive, refreshed, invigorated and enthused;  

 
During lent we focus on the free gift of God’s love which is sometimes difficult to fully appreciate; 
we think there must be a catch that we need to do something to earn this gift. However in response, 
….the real question is ….not what we need to do to earn God’s love but rather  ….what are we 
going to do in response to God’s love…. (let me repeat that) - this is what we are to contemplate in 
lent.  
 
The Christian life is simply our response to God who loves us and dwells within us. We need to 
read again and again the gospel stories of Jesus to fully appreciate the way he spent his life; 
expressing love and service to humanity.  
 
As his disciples, we are encouraged to follow his example in the way we reveal God’s love with one 
another and with our community. 

________________________________- 


